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salvation was by Cyprian elaborated into the institution of penance 
under ecclesiastical supervision. The main part of the discussion is 
devoted to an exposition of the material gathered. A brief critique at 
the close of each volume shows the close parallel between the concep- 
tion under discussion and the ethical ideals of Roman stoicism. Great 
importance is attached to the pagan education of both Tertullian and 
Cyprian ; and to paganism is attributed their merit-system of morality. 
The greatest value in the books is to be found in the painstaking 
collating of quotations and references. In evaluating the material the 
author's hostility to legalism leads him to emphasize its mechanical 
details to the almost total exclusion of the religious elements which 
modify this legalism. The somewhat audacious summary of the teach- 
ing of the New Testament in three extremely anti-legalistic texts 
(I, p. 52) is made the basis of the assertion that legalism must have a 
non-Christian origin. But do we not find, in the Shepherd of Hermas 
and in Justin's Apology, the germ of the merit-system ? Did Tertullian 
do more than give explicit formulation to a conception already 
implicitly accepted by Christians ? An investigation of this sort should 
precede the author's conclusion. It would have added to the value of 
the first monograph, if the difference between Tertullian the Catholic 
and Tertullian the Montanist, which is hinted at on p. 35, had been 
observed in the use of sources. The reader feels in both monographs 
that he has been studying phrases rather than fathoming the thoughts 
and ideals of the men in question ; but the study is valuable as a con- 
tribution to the history of Christian ethics. 

Gerald Birney Smith. 
The University of Chicago. 

Anselm and His Work. By A. C. Welch. (="The World's 
Epoch-Makers.") New York: Scribner, 1901. Pp. xiv+ 
251. Si. 25. 

Anselm is a conspicuous figure in the history of theology and 
philosophy. As a scholastic he is second only to Thomas Aquinas ; 
as an ecclesiastical statesman he exerted a mighty and wholesome 
influence at a critical period in English history; as a monk he was 
exemplary; as a saint he has no superior. There are numerous biog- 
raphies and monographs of Anselm, but there was no short compre- 
hensive sketch which showed the man in his historical setting, and 
treated him as seen in his principal works. This service we think Dr. 
Welch has rendered in the volume before us. Perhaps the chapter 
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that will attract most attention is the ninth, on " The First Exile and 
Cur Deus Homo." Anselm in this work, "Why Did God Become 
Man ? " was the first thinker to work out an elaborate and philosophical 
theory of the atonement. In this clear and beautiful treatise he 
becomes the author of what is known as the commercial theory of the 
atonement. In this theory he spoke to his age in terms that it could 
understand, and the theory has spread and had a very large following 
even down into our own times. The author makes a clear statement of 
the doctrine, appreciates it, and at the same time subjects it to a keen 
criticism. One of its greatest services was its rejection of the view 
that Christ's death was a ransom paid to Satan. He thinks that the 
weakness of Anselm's whole position is the legality through which it 
construes all God's dealing with men : 

Sin is misunderstood when it is made synonymous with debt, and, since 
the obligations of conscience cannot be adequately represented as debt, since 
personal self-surrender is something essentially different from and richer than 
the nice calculation of all that is due to God's honor, the theory fails to inter- 
pret, and therefore to educate, the moral nature, and fails even more com- 
pletely to represent the soul's hunger for the living God. I can transfer an 
obligation of the purse ; I cannot transfer an obligation of the conscience. If 
I try to do it, I only hurt the conscience. If I think I have succeeded, that 
is a sign of a blunted conscience. Another may pay the debt which another 
has contracted, and the creditor will not too carefully ask whence comes the 
money which he gladly accepts. But no one can fulfil the obligation, the 
very essence of which is that it rests on one man's conscience, must be recog- 
nized in that man's life, and must be fulfilled, if at all, by that man's patience. 
(Pp. 176, 177.) 

J. W. MONCRIEF. 

The University of Chicago. 

L'Eglise et les origines de la Renaissance. Par Jean 
Guiraud. Paris : Lecoffre, 1902. Pp. 339. Fr. 3.50. 

"The movement of the Renaissance," says M. Guiraud, "was 
produced by such various causes, and was developed in such vast terri- 
tories, that it is difficult to distinguish with certainty its first origins. 
In other words, there have been several revivals which have not been 
without influence on each other, and they have had their distinct 
sources, like those tributaries which, converging from the most widely 
separated parts, form by their union one great river." 

It is the author's purpose to show the contribution of the Roman 
church to this great movement. He writes chapters on " Boniface 



